Panther Days
By Dahlila Esparza
8/30
8/3o

ASB Candy Sale Begins
VAPA Field TripSawdust Festival
9/3
Labor Day (no school
9/5
Vernon Site Council
Meeting
9/6
Volleyball
vs Vina Danks & Serrano
9/6
Football vs De Anza
9/7
Football vs Vineyard
9/8
Football vs Edison
9/10-9/14 Spirit Week
Favorite Candy
9/10 Football vs Oaks & Wiltsey
9/11 Coffee with the Principal
9/24 Volleyball
vs Central & De Anza
9/26 Vernon Site Council
Meeting
9/26 Football Semi-finals
9/27 Just for Fun Club, rm 31
9/28 Kona Ice-after school
9/28 Picture Make-up Day
10/1-10/5 $3 Pre-sale for School
Dance ($5 at the door)
10/8 No School
10/19 Active SocksASB Fundraiser
10/23-10/26 Red Ribbon Week
10/26 Avid Field TripChapman University
10/27 Basketball vs Edison
10/30 Trunk or Treat
10/30 SpooktacularPerformances
10/30 Gate Parent Meeting

Next issue
Remembrances of John

Welcome Back Panthers!
By Gina Leyba & Kaylee Lopez
Welcome back to school everyone! We hope
you had a great summer break. We are happy
to present the new Panther Press as the
Vernon Middle School Newspaper. We had to
overcome many obstacles to bring the Panther
Press to you, our readers. It is worth it because we want you to enjoy this newspaper.

Fall Football Season Starting
By Jesse Clossman, Guadalupe
Dominguez, & Dario Cisneros
It’s time for football season here at Vernon,
and guess who the new coach is! It’s Mr. Perry and he is looking to lead us to victory.
With a new coach there are new possibilities. Thanks to all those who tried out. Check
the calendar to come cheer us on.
Go Panthers.
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Spotlight on
School Safety
By Anthony Sanchez,
Joseph Diaz, &
Fernando Fernandez
Safety is very important to Vernon Middle
School. Mr. Dukes, our head of security, said,
“It is my job to keep all students, staff, and visitors safe at Vernon.”
One item that is new this year is a bigger
fence around our school. Mr. Dukes explained, “Bigger fences help because they are
taller and the holes are smaller so it would be
super difficult to climb.”
“So, Mr. Dukes, what do people think when
they see you as a security guard?” He
laughed and said,
“Since I am so
tall, most people
don’t enter the
school, because
they think that I
am a threat.”
Everyone has
seen Ms. Tovar,
Vernon Principal,
and Montclair Police Officer Pena driving a
golf cart around campus. She said that, “The
cart is used to move things from one place to
another. The cart is also used for supervision
of students on the field and around school.”
Vernon, like all other schools has a School
Safety Plan. Mr. Alvarado, Assistant Principal, said, “It requires us to focus on safety issues that could arise around school. The
School Safety Plan
also helps the teachers, staff, and students know what to
do in case of a
school emergency.
That is why we have
safety drills.”

to give students the opportunity to express
themselves when they
Spirit Week was a fun time for
come to school.”
Vernon Panthers once again this year. More
Mrs. Purcell explained, “ I expeople participated this year than last year by
pect students and staff to particiwearing their Hero, Men in black, Monsters Uni- pate and show their school
versity, Star Wars, Lilo, Stitch, and
pride. I hoped everyone
Moana costumes and t-shirts.
would wear an appropriate tFrancis Colin, 8th grade band stushirt matching the event. We
dent, was a hit when he strolled
wanted to see everyone
through the quad playing the Star
dressed up and it helps build
Wars theme in his full Jedi cosunity when you see it.”
tume. One student remarked, “this is She added, “ Spirit Week
the best day ever.”
gives the students something
Every year the Associated Student to look forward to when they come to school.”
Body (ASB) works to plan fun, interesting
When asked what her favorite day was, Mrs.
events for students to enjoy throughout the
Purcell, grinned and declared, “It was definitely
year. Mrs. Purcell, ASB advisor, noted that
Super Hero day. Wonder Woman is my favorite
Spirit Week is important because “...we wanted character.”
By Emily Ramirez, Diana Sanchez, &
Michael Lazaro

By Daisy Martinez, Destiny Quinteros,
& Sofia Sanchez

Positive Behavior Interventions Support
(PBIS) is a system built to help schools have a
positive behavior and learning environment.
What is the purpose of PBIS? PBIS is teachers
and school staff supporting student success right now with positivity. Students are encouraged to
have a good experience at school
so that they can find greater success here at Vernon and on through high school
knowing that they are able to accomplish their
goals.
According to Mr. Lee from Understood.org,
PBIS “is an approach that schools can use to
improve school safety and promote positive behavior. It's also a way for schools to decide how
to respond to a child who misbehaves. ...
Each child is different and schools need to provide many kinds of behavior support.”
The system encourages the use of positive
reinforcement from a positive comment to a student by a teacher or other adult on campus to
an incentive the student might be given to support positive, appropriate behavior.
PBIS was established in some schools
around OMSD in 2012. PBIS has been at

Vernon Middle School for about 5 to 6
years. Ronda Cleeland directs PBIS for the
schools in OMSD.
We wondered whether it was a struggle to
start PBIS here at Vernon. Miss
Scott explained that “it was a
struggle to support everything
around us,
but although it
was a
struggle, I
am glad we
did.”
Miss Scott added, “I love being on the PBIS
team, and I am proud of the success Vernon
has had with PBIS.”
Vernon has done so well with most of the
PBIS system that in 2017 we received a Silver
award, and in 2018 Vernon received a Gold
Recognition for PBIS implementation. Miss
Scott noted that, “Everyone is
very grateful and proud of this
recognition. We all hope to receive another award this school
year of 2018-2019 because of
the success students are finding at Vernon.”
PBIS supports students in
school and as they become adults.
Source: Lee, J.D. Andrew M.I. , “PBIS: How Schools Can Support Positive Behavior,” c. 2014, UNDERSTOOD.ORG USA

Dear Students and FamiliesWelcome back to another exciting year
at Vernon Middle School. The middle
school years are a time for growth, challenge and discovery. At Vernon, we encourage and prepare students to
participate fully, to take risks, to be self-advocates, and to
create lasting memories and relationships with their peers
and with staff members.
I am proud to serve as the principal of such an exciting
and dynamic school. The entire staff here works collaboratively to provide a safe, supportive, and caring environment that, through respect and communication, values
individual differences and ensures the success of all students.
Our goal at Vernon is to provide an enriching, engaging, and challenging curriculum that will prepare students
for success and support college and career readiness. We
provide a rigorous curriculum, and offer multiple opportunities for students to be successful. We are proud of the
comprehensive middle school program that we offer here
at Vernon.
In addition to academics, students may find an outlet for
their talents in areas such as; the arts, technology, leadership, or athletics. We are here to meet the needs of all
students academically, physically, socially, and emotionally. Every adult on campus is

committed to ensuring all students feel safe and succeed
academically. We believe that students, parents, and
teachers all play a vital role in helping students reach their
greatest potential.
Below are our focus areas for Vernon for the 2018-2019
school-year:
 Providing quality instruction that engages learners
and provides access to the Common Core State
Standards
 Integrating and developing distinctive programs such
as VAPA and AVID to provide students with a wellrounded educational experience and support College
and Career Readiness
 Ensuring a safe and positive school climate thr ough
the implementation of PBIS behavioral model
 Reaching a school-wide attendance goal of 98%
 Providing teachers and students access to technology
to support learning in the classroom and 21st century
learning skills.
On behalf of our entire staff, we welcome you a very
exciting 2018-2019 school year. Please don’t hesitate to
contact me by phone or email if you
need any additional information or have
questions about Vernon Middle School.

Mrs. Kim Medeiros-Tovar

“What’s your favorite memory from Summer Break?”
By Samantha Guerra, Thania Badillo & Edwin Lagunes Herrera

“I hung out with my friends.” - Tamara Ortiz
“I liked going to Mexico.” -Miguel Martinez
“I went to Six Flags.” - Marisela Delgado
“Watching Shane Dawson” - Mary-jane Gonzalez
“I watched cooking shows.” -Savannah Carrillo
“Going to Puerto Rico” Kasandra Benjamin
“Going to Disney World” -Mrs. Silagyi
“When I went to visit my son” - Mrs. Purcell
“Going to Mexico” -Mr. Dukes
“I went swimming.” - Destiny Zabalza
“Going to Mexico” - Jazmine Camacaho
“Going to vacation” - Alex Castillo
“Going to Knott’s Soak City”- JJ Alas
“Playing Fortnite”- Erick Godinez
“Being ungrounded” - Jacob Verdugo
“Sitting down reading a book”- Ithan Morales
(Some photos not available due to technical issues.)

