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Drama Club

By Dario Cisneros
Our Panther Press Staff takes a look at joining
groups this month. We hope you enjoy this issue as
we feature a number of clubs and teams here at
Vernon.
Panther Press staff member Dahlila Esparza found
out some good reasons to join a school club or group.
Did you know being in clubs can help your grades improve? In a study done by the United States Department of Education(1979), “It was revealed that students who participate in extracurricular activities are
three times more likely to have a grade point average
of a 3.0 or higher.” That is an extremely good reason
among many to join a club, here at Vernon.
—Your Panther Press Editors

Associated Student Body

By Sofia Sanchez and Abigail Barahona
Have you ever wondered what group is responsible
for making school activities? Well that would be the
Associated Student Body also known as (ASB). They
are a group of students lead by Mrs. Purcell who take
care of all the school’s spirit weeks and also some of
the fundraisers.
The ASB team is for those students who are looking
for ways to make new friends and who want to be decision makers for the school.
“ASB is fun, it's a great elective,
we do spirit week and it's a lot of
fun,” said a student from the ASB
team.
ASB is involved in more then just
school spirit weeks, but also they are a part of the
Green Team recycling program. In fact, they are big
on helping people such as office staff and new students. ASB also helps decorate the school dances and
helps at the photo booths, DJ stand, and water table.
According to the ASB instructor, Mrs. Purcell, “Be
brave, curious, smart, funny, confident and friendly,
but mostly just be
a good person.”
ASB is planning
new fun all the
time for us. No
spoilers, but just
get ready for fun
and festive weeks
ahead.

Drama Club is working hard to produce a comedic
play that will make you fall down and laugh. Drama
Club is a place for students who group together to
form a play for an audience.
The Club is planning to put on a one act play entitled Cheating Death.
Cheating Death is a comedy with some serious
moments focusing on crazy people who are in an insane asylum waiting for medical treatment. This
play will be performed by our fellow students at
Vernon Middle School. Join us to see the very entertaining show in the multi-purpose room. Ms.
Scheid, who is the
Club’s Advisor, said,
“It’s a lot of work to
put on a play. The
students in Drama
Club work very
hard, but they also
have a great time,
too. I am very
proud of them. Our cast and crew are like a family.”

Anime Club

By Anthony NeriaSanchez
Edwin Lagunes-Herrera
The Anime Club was
started last year by a group of students who have a
love for all things anime and (manga). Anime Club is
where students are able to talk or draw about their
favorite anime or TV show.
Anime is a style of Japanese films and television
animation, typically aimed at adults as well as for
children. Some popular anime shows are Dragon Ball
Super, Pokemon, and Sword Art Online. Osaumu
Tezuka made the very first anime called Astro Boy.
The Anime Club students are working on creating
their own characters and making a comic strip or video using those characters. In anime, there are no limits to what you can do, even the most ordinary characters can be
extraordinary,
magical or
heroic.

Vernon Boys Soccer Team

Vernon Girl’s Soccer Team

By Diana Sanchez & David Navarro

Soccer season is here! Are you ready to make
a screaming goal? Ms. Payne is the Girls’ Soccer
Team coach. Soccer clinics and tryouts were fun
and helped display the girls soccer talents. The
2018-2019 Vernon Girls Team has a 2 win-1 loss
record so far. Join us for a game soon.
Salyne Ahumada
Jade Alcala
Mariana Amador
Carissa Covarrubias
Jolie Limon
Leslie Sanchez
Alexia Magana
Arleth Molina
Maria Martinez
Angelina Moran
Alexa Pereida
Elizabeth Pimentel
Emily Ramirez
Tamara Reyes
Marissa Rodriguez
Maya Saravia
Marilyn Saravia
Destiny Zabalza
Leslie Zavala

By Jesse Clossman & Daniel Ochoa
Congrats to every student that made this year’s
Vernon soccer team! The boys this year are hoping to make the school proud and bring home a
championship. The boys have motivation, if they
didn't Coach Perry would not have selected them.
The Coach was looking for leadership and teamwork. Regardless of how this season goes the
staff and students watching our games will be
proud of all members of the Panther team.
Marco Aleman
Elias Cardenas
Daniel Ochoa
Andrew Garcia
Lucas Del Cid
Oscar Molina
Luke Perez
Jonathon Garcia
Jonathon Basilio
Alexis Hernandez
Bryan Davila

Luis Hernandez
Isiah Hernandez
Alexis Lanuza
Manuel Sanchez
Max Castro
Bryan Aguilar
Cristopher Perez
Markeyz Jones
Andres Diaz
Cesar Bernal
Jacy Montalvo
Marco Serapio

AVID 8th Grade Assembly

By Guadalupe Dominguez & Fernando Fernandez
On January 16, 2019, Montclair High School AVID Coordinator Danielle Warner shared information about AVID with
Vernon 8th Graders.
The AVID program at both Vernon Middle and Montclair High
Schools follow the same AVID goal: AVID’s mission is to
close the achievement gap by preparing all students for college readiness and success
in the global society.
Ms. Warner told Vernon Panthers, that “The AVID program will be extremely helpful in your senior
year of high school. The number of people who get admitted to college is higher for AVID students.”
AVID students get help with filling out college applications and take college field trips. This gives
students early experience with what a college campus is like. They also teach strategies and how to
manage your time more wisely in school. Ms. Warner, also, briefly explained how you transition
from middle school to high school.
After the assembly for all of the 8th graders, students from Montclair’s AVID program talked to our
8th grade AVID students about how high school AVID will help you get to where you want to go in
life.

Pausing with the Principal
School life is busy. You are up early to get to school on-time, to math, science, social studies, and other classes, and
you have homework to do. So, why is it important to participate in extracurricular clubs, sports, or community
groups?
College admissions officers look at the things you do after school such as participating in school clubs, sports clubs
or teams, or community volunteer work. No doubt about it, maintaining good grades is important for getting into
college, but after-school activities reveal a great deal about your interests, your readiness for college, and they
demonstrate your ability to:
 Make a meaningful contribution
 Maintain a commitment
 Manage your time and priorities
Joining clubs and volunteering is a great way to:
Make new friends. Y ou ’ll meet people who have similar interests to yours. You may also meet
people
from different backgrounds with whom you may not have had the opportunity to interact with before.
 Build respect and learn team work. Tea m w or k a n d r espect a r e tw o im por ta n t life -skills. By
joining clubs or teams, you’ll learn to work together towards a common goal, learn respect for coaches, leaders,
yourself, and one another. The ability to collaborate with others is another life-skill that can help you with your
career and in life.
 Gain self-confidence. Com pleting a specia l pr oject, pla y in g a difficu lt piece of m usic, or bein g a
valuable member of a team can help you gain self-esteem. Perhaps you’re not as academically talented as some
other students at school; however, by participating in a club or other activity, you have the opportunity to excel
at something you enjoy and demonstrate a talent at the same time.
 Relieve stress. M a n y clu bs a n d a ctiv ities ta ke pla ce in a r ela xed en v ir onm en t, so y ou ha v e a
chance to unwind and do things you like after a busy day at school.
 Develop time management skills. Ju g g lin g school, hom ew or k, a nd fa m ily life ca n be cha llen g ing. Joining clubs and other activities helps you learn the importance of planning and prioritizing.


Vernon Middle School has many opportunities to become involved, as does any high school you may attend. Take
advantage of these opportunities and the wonderful knowledge, friendships, and experiences you will gain.
Between AVID and the Visual &
Performing Arts programs, Vernon
students have a lot of options for
their favorite subjects during the day. Even so, Panthers are still taking care of their academic core classes as well. Principal Tovar said, “I am so proud of the work our students
and teachers are doing in the classrooms. We had 342 students make Honor Roll.”
Honors Awards are based on the grade point average of a student’s classes combined.
131 Bronze (3.0-3.3), 106 Silver (3.4-3.7), 32 Gold (3.8-3.9), and 73 Platinum (4.0)
Group pictures will be placed on the school’s website https://www.omsd.net/Domain/37
and in the yearbook. Keep up the great work Panther Scholars!

Green Team is a recycling and
energy conservation team. They
try to keep the school clean and
energy efficient. Last year, Vernon Middle
School came in Second Place among different
OMSD middle schools, and they are hoping to
come in First Place this year. Last year,
Vernon’s Green Team even helped create a
video for the district about solar panels.
The money collected from recycling was
used for t-shirts and last year’s mural about
the planet. Right now, Green Team is competing in an outside company’s recycling compe-

tition and has 100,000
points. The next competition ends this month and trophies will be
awarded.
Every Wednesday, the Green Team cleans
up the school and collects water bottles from
each classroom. They are currently struggling
with people caring about the planet and
choosing to recycle. “We want to motivate
people to help our planet and recycle,” said
Melanie Dimas, ASB/Green Team President.
Help the Green Team, help the planet,
recycle!

Ms. Medeiros-Tovar

Principal
Vernon Middle School

Green Team
Eyvette Villalobos
Blake Silagyi
Vincent Razo
Ian Happach
Jasmine Martinez
Loryn Barnett
Destiny Zabalza
Melanie Dimas,
ASB President
Mrs. Purcell, &
Ms. Westbrook, Advisors

Panther Days

By Destiny Quinteros
2/4
2/6

Soccer vs Edison @3:30pm
Dance Field trip to El Camino
@8:00am
2/6
Soccer vs Wiltsey @3:30pm
2/7
Soccer @ Oaks @3:30pm
2/11 Soccer vs Central @3:30pm
2/12 Coffee with Principal
@9:00am
2/12 Parent GATE Meeting
@3:30pm
2/15 Lincoln’s Birthday
2/18 President’s Day
2/20 Soccer vs Vineyard
2/25-3/1 Parent Conferences
3/4
Soccer Semi Finals @3:30pm
3/5
Montclair HS Freshman
Orientation Field Trip
for 8th Graders
3/6
Soccer Finals @Ontario
Soccer Complex @ 6:30
3/8
8th Grade Panoramic Photo
3/12 Coffee with Principal
@9:00am
3/24-3/29
Spring Break
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Art Club

By Dahlila Esparza
Being part of a creative group of people is an extremely good
reason to join a club, here at Vernon.
One of the many clubs that this school offers is an Art Club. It's
a very fun club run by Ms. Montano. Art Club is held in room 10.
Lots of kids originally signed up, but only a few actively come and
participate.
Ms. Montano said, “The reason there is an Art Club and an Art
Class is because some kids didn't have the opportunity to take Art
as an elective.”
Currently the club is working on a creative project that involves
melting crayons and dripping them onto canvases. Find your inner
artist in this club.

Chess Club

By Anthony Neria Sanchez, Joseph & Edwin Lagunes
Chess Club is a great club for students who love mental challenges! Mr.Castillo is the club’s advisor. When
asked, students said that they really enjoy playing chess. Chess is a two player strategy game played on a
checkered game board with 64 squares arranged in an 8x8 grid, the same as a checker board. The game is
played by trying to take out your opponent's king while
protecting your own king.
There are many strategies and plays during a game, and
hundreds of millions of people play chess around the
world. It’s like a family because they help each other. Mr. Castillo said, “Chess strategies can even be applied to life.” Vernon had the third place champion this
year—Alan Camacho.

